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Hi Flyers!
Happy New Year !

‘Tis the season to be
wrapped up in Arctic
clothing !

Scotland has sampled an
average of minus 10 Degrees
with snow and ice as common
as the common cold.

I've therefore opted to make
this Newsletter a Warm,
Happy, Sunny affair - amidst
Summer imagery & stories of
club members flying in the
warmer climate of Europe. |
hope it will bring a warm glow
to all Pilots and inspire us to
start preparations for Spring /
Summer Fly-outs !

Membership Fees are now
due for 2010 - see page 6

Newsletters can now be
located on the Website.

AGM - Tuesday 23rd February
2010 at 7.00pm : we'd like to
see a decent turnout for this
event. Remember its YOUR
Flying club and you can voice
your opinions at this meeting.
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New Flight Authorisation Process =
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To improve flight safety and help simplify the process of flight planning Tayside Aviation
has introduced a new flight authorisation process. The process simply requires the pilot
to fill in a form (example below) that they can access on the flight planning computer by
clicking on the ‘Shortcut to PPL Hire Declaration Forms’ icon that is located on the desk-
top. You will find that there is a sheet for each individual aircraft registration in the Tay-
side fleet. All you have to do is open the sheet for your aircraft and fill in the relevant de-
tails for your flight. There are instructions at the right-hand side to keep you right. When
you are finished print off the file and sign it and then hand it to Ops. If you click on the
second tab of the spreadsheet you will see that it has even plotted the weight and bal-
ance graph for you.




The Saint Omer Saga

At First Light on the morning of Friday the 11" of
September 2009, my brother Colin and | arrived at the
Flying Club to meet up with Stuart Gorman for our weekend
adventure to St.Omer. We had been to the Jersey Air Rally
in 2007, but neither of us had made the St.Omer trip before,
so | was looking forward to a new experience. Colin on the
other hand, was a grizzled veteran having made the
adventure twice before. It was certainly the start of an
action packed (kind of...) couple of days in the skies over
the Eastern UK and Northern France.

Having checked in we got on with the final preparation for our departure to our first
stop - Humberside in the Warrior BNON. We checked the weather, the route, PPR,
the tech log what'’s this? Then to our dismay we experienced the first hiccup of

maintenance and the splendid engineers were thankfully able to replace the pump
within the hour. Relieved that was over we were clear to depart Dundee.

The first leg to Humberside was great fun, with Stuart flying and Colin navigating.
While passing overhead Newcastle airport we had a great view of a Flybe Q400
passing beneath us on final approach. We also heard over the radio the Avro Vulcan
doing some practice manoeuvres before heading up to RAF Leuchars for the air
show the next day.

Arriving at Humberside, Stuart joined left base to land, and before we knew it, we
were parked up on the apron. Here we bumped into Steve Kenyon-Roberts who was
flying down in a Cessna 172 from Aberdeen. After having a bit of a chat and
discussing our next move, we decided to depart for Calais - St.Omer. This flight was
to be flown by Colin, with me navigating. The navigation on this flight was slightly
trickier due to the flat landscape but we managed without any problems to reach the
coast at Dover and then to make the short hop over the channel to Calais. As we
arrived at Calais we discovered the wind was pretty strong ! Colin still got us down
safely and taxied in to re-fuel from a very friendly airport fireman.

Unfortunately our French was too late to stop him from filling the tanks to the brim.

the runway at St.Omer is only 593 meters long. With full tanks we
weren’t very keen to go flying there - we might be able to land, but taking off again is
another matter. It was getting late and the airport was going to shut in 5 minutes, so
we decided we’d leave the aircraft at Calais for the night and pick it up again the next
day. Here we encountered the next problem, it was blowing like there was no
tomorrow and there weren’t any tie downs. We parked the aircraft on the grass and
found some chocks which would have to do for the night. The lady in the control
tower kindly arranged a taxi to take us to St.Omer. A €129 ride later we arrived at the
aerodrome where we hurriedly exited the taxi where we met up with Steve K-R’s
crew; a few other lads who’d flown in from Perth & Christophe, who was helping to
organise the fly-in.




The Saint Omer Saga

Christophe offered to drive us to our hotel and then
take us to the restaurant where the others were all
having a meal. We gladly accepted this very kind offer!
Then we discovered we’d left the hotel booking in the
taxi... let's hope we don't need it to check in to our
hotel. Thankfully it all worked out and we took our bags
to our room and headed off to the restaurant with
Christophe. We then enjoyed a wonderful meal of spare
ribs and plenty of beer.

That night we managed to find the concealed rear entrance to the hotel at the 2™
attempt!

Saturday came and it was an early start after the late night before. Christophe had again
very kindly offered to fly us from the aerodrome to Calais in the club’s Robin 135 so we
could pick up BNON.

We arrived early and got ourselves strapped into the aircraft. It had a nice cockpit
complete with GPS and FADEC (Full Authority Digital Engine Control). There were four
of us in the aircraft and we had a short runway, so this was going to be an interesting
departure.

We entered the runway, full power was applied and we commenced a rolling take off
(somewhat to my surprise). We accelerated and started to wallow off the ground,
somehow managed to find ourselves airborne, albeit not comfortably by any means. As
we climbed away, the ground seemed to match our climb performance, and it looked as
though we were never climbing above 200ft AGL for about 3 miles! However we did
arrive at Calais, and Colin and Stuart switched to BNON to fly it back while | stayed with
Christophe. Christophe was very happy for me to fly us back, so | enjoyed my first time
flying a Robin, which was my first experience of using a Stick instead of a control wheel,
as was landing on the grass runway back at St.Omer. We spent the rest off the day lying
on the grass beneath the wing of BNON in the French sunshine and planning our
journey back the next day.

On Sunday we rose early to set off in good time. Unfortunately the weather hadn’t been
informed of our plans and subsequently we were stuck in St.Omer due to low cloud until
about 10am. Eventually the clouds gave us a break and we set off on our journey across
the channel to our planned first stop at Southend . | was flying this leg and Stuart was
navigating. A good short field take off allowed us off St.Omer and we set off towards the
channel crossing point. As we reached the coast however, the cloud was too low for our
liking and we diverted into Calais. Here we met up again with the lady in the control
tower & waited for the cloud to lift. We also had a bit of a chuckle as we witnessed a
stray dog run across the runway chasing a rabbit. The entire Calais Airport Fire
Department (consisting of two blokes in a rusty old van) were doing everything to get the
dog off the airport, & finally managing to ‘lead’ it off the premises.

Later, the clouds lifted a little and we decided to go for it. We crossed the Channel at
about 1400ft to coast in over Dover. The visibility remained quite poor though & still
using VORs and GPS we made it to Southend. The next leg was from Southend to
Sandtoft (West of Humberside). This flight was uneventful and we re-fuelled at Sandtoft.




The Saint Omer Saga

We were all looking forward to our last leg on the home stretch back to Dundee - this
proved also to be our most exciting one... We departed Sandtoft and the weather
seemed clear enough so we headed past Durham and Newcastle to the North. We did
notice our groundspeed was rather low, so the headwind must have been stronger than
forecast. Passing Newcastle the cloud base was also lowering and as we reached the
Southern Uplands it was starting to get slightly worrying! It all turned into a bit of a low-
level navigation exercise, and we were almost shearing mountain sheep with our
propeller!

We were also keeping a close eye on our fuel state and informed Scottish information
that we might be diverting into Edinburgh. Meanwhile our “Onboard Fuel Monitoring
System” (Stuart in the back seat with a calculator) was kept very busy to keep us
updated on the exact fuel we were going to have left at our destination. As we closed on
Berwick, Stuart announced the good news that we would definitely be able to make
Dundee with enough to spare. Crossing the Firth of Forth we were able to maintain
1300ft, and were cleared to go directly overhead RAF Leuchars, where we could see all
the aircraft parked from the previous days air show. We joined the circuit at Dundee and
touched down on runway 09 at 1915.

Thank goodness we were home! We tied up the aircraft neatly and walked to the
clubhouse, which off course TFC had left open for us so we could get out...

Stuart looked at me and Colin with a look of astonishment- “guys, the door’s locked!”.....
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Tayside Flying Club Events

Tayside Flying Club 2010 Renewals are now due :
Flying Club Membership - £48.00
Insurance - £40.00
Gold Card Membership - £20.00 Direct Debit per m  onth
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Spring Fly Out to Western Isles / Kirkwall - Orkney 1st-2nd May
Summer Jersey International Air Rally 28 - 30 May
Autumn St. Omer Fly In - September

All Interested Experienced PPLs, Instructors, Low Hours PPLs

and Student PPLs all should express interest NOW to avoid
disappointment!

To express interest contact any Committee Member for more information:
or keep informed by checking the TFC Noticeboard or Newsletter that can
now be located on the Website rather than being posted in Paper format.
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Website www.tayflyingclub.flyer.co.uk/
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Summer VFR Adventure: Part 2

( Continued from previous Newsletter )

On departure ATC couldn’t locate our newly filed flight plan and made us taxi from one end of
the airfield to the other so that we could hand the paper flight plan form in at the tower, only
to change their mind when we got there, and make Gordon deliver it over the radio whilst we
sat on the apron, and then have us taxi all the way back to the active runway again!

The weather was becoming noticeably hotter as we
continued our way southeast towards the Med and the
terrain was also becoming increasing hilly. We flew past
what looked like a fascinating airfield perched right on top
and on the edge of a hill — must remember that one for
future trips!

Arrival at Carcassonne involved a steep approach from directly overhead the town and once
we had parked the aircraft and started the long walk to the terminal building, we began to
realise just how hot it was and had to stop to rapidly apply some sun cream to stop us frying
in the afternoon sun!

Carcassonne is an amazing place! A
medieval town located within a modern town
with a stunning castle and as we were to
discover that evening — fantastic restaurants!

Both Gordon and | were regretful to be
leaving Carcassonne the next day, as we
both agreed that we could have happily spent
a week there exploring the fascinating town.

However this day was to be the day we fulfilled our
objective of reaching the Mediterranean.

The plan was for me to fly us the short distance out over the coast and then to start heading
back north to Rodez where Gordon would then take us back to the starting point of last years
trip, Limoges. We flew along parallel to the Pyrenees, which were an impressive sight, and
reached the coast of the Mediterranean about 30 miles to the north of Perpignan. Mission
accomplished, we then turned north and flew onwards to Rodez.




Summer VFR Adventure

Rodez is a modern, well-equipped airport, which like so
many of the airports we visited in France, was eerily
quiet. The restaurant was closed so we had to make do
with some sandwiches from a vending machine before
continuing on with our journey. Gordon took us further
north to Limoges, the weather was becoming steadily
worse, and we arrived under a grey layer of stratus
cloud that was in stark contrast to the weather at the
start of our day.

As we were parking the aircraft, Sue Virr (the instructor
who had conducted our check flights the previous year
when we had rented from Limoges) taxied past and
waved to us, and we stopped by the flying club to catch
up with her before we headed on into town. Limoges is
a surprisingly big place, and despite the fact that we had
been here twice before, we succeeded in getting
ourselves lost for an hour or so whilst searching for the
town square we had enjoyed during our last stay and
were determined to locate again. We eventually found it
and enjoyed a pleasant evening eating dinner and
watching the French nightlife go by before heading back
to the hotel for some well deserved rest.

We were conscious of the need to start positioning
ourselves to be able to reach Jersey on Saturday
however we also wanted to visit another favourite
Tayside Flying Club destination, St. Omer. Whilst
looking at possible intermediate points between
Limoges and St. Omer, we decided it would be cool to
stop off at Le Mans. | flew the leg to Le Mans, which
involved an approach that took us in right overhead the
famous racing track.

We sat out a heavy shower in the very swanky terminal
before continuing on our way. Gordon flew us to St.
Omer and did a good job getting us down safely on the
not-very-long-at-all runway despite a nasty crosswind
and some vicious sink on finals that had us crossing the
threshold at almost full power!




Summer VFR Adventure

The first day of the Rally dawned hot and humid in St. Omer - in short, perfect thunderstorm
weather coupled with poor, murky visibility. A check of the weather showed a slow moving
front passing between ourselves and Jersey with associated CB clouds. We needed fuel,
and since St. Omer didn’t have the Jet-Al required by our diesel engine, we decided that
Gordon should make the short 20min flight to Merville so that we could assess the weather
situation from the air and refuel. Getting into Merville proved to be quite a challenge as the
radio frequency was extremely busy and the visibility, which had been pretty poor on the
ground at St. Omer, was no better in the air.

After making several orbits waiting for a chance to get a word in on the radio we finally
managed to speak to ATC and get clearance to approach and land, however we didn’t see
the airfield until we almost on top of it and we were glad to get back on the ground. We
wisely decided to sit out the passing front rather than get airborne and attempt to route
around it as the sky was looking increasingly ominous and the Stormscope was showing little
lightning symbols within 30 miles of our location! There are no facilities open to the public in
Merville, so for 2 hours we sat in the cockpit on the apron listening to some of the heaviest
rain | have ever heard, bracing the controls against the gusting wind and watching lightning
strikes hit the ground just a few miles away, whilst some of the local nutters from the flight
training school based at Merville continued to attempt to fly circuits despite the conditions!

Our mood was not improved to discover from some of our fellow Tayside Flying Club
members ( Sandy - Drew - Stewart Eggo had flown to Jersey courtesy of Flybe and had
already arrived at the Rally & were sampling G & T’s in the bar) and that Jersey was basking
in clear skies and tropical heat !!!




Summer VFR Adventure

Eventually, hunger overcame our desire to remain warm and dry, and we trudged off
through the rain to try and find food of some description. After walking for a mile or two, we
finally came across a town that had a supermarket where we purchased some lunch and
began the long, wet plod back to the airfield. On our return, the weather had greatly
improved and we quickly filed our flight plan at the tower and got underway.

We arrived at Jersey after a couple of hours flying much later than planned, tired, but very
happy to be there and looking forward to a day off from flying!

The Rally itself was great fun, very well organised as always, and we were fortunate
enough to be presented with the runner up prize for the most distance travelled to attend -
the winners being none other than the crew of G-JADJ! Before we knew it, the Rally was
over and it was time to get the aircraft back to Shoreham. I flew our final leg from Jersey
back to Shoreham, taking the most direct route and passing by the Isle of Wight in the
process before touching down at Shoreham to bring our adventure to an end.

Eight days, around ten hours of flight time each, and many miles covered to some
fascinating places, it had been a great trip.

Only one question remained — what will we do next year...?!




Spring Fly-Out

+

The Flying Club are Organising Fly-out on Saturday 1st and
returning on Sunday 2nd MAY 2010 .

The intention is to Fly & land at a few of the West  ern Islands
and / or Kirkwall in Orkney (weather depending). Th  is will in-
clude an overnight stay at a hotel.

If you are interested in attending this event then please put
your name on the advert on the notice-board in the Clubhouse
& book an aircraft of your choice.




